
Mark Pilfold and Brian Parker discuss how to safely load / unload a MEWP.

The activity of loading / unloading and transporting MEWPs onto plant trucks and 
trailers has long been considered a hazardous task in the MEWP industry. Most 
HGV drivers are trained in their role and will recognise the potential hazards and 
risks but unfortunately, not all.

With this in mind, IPAF (International Powered Access Federation) started to 
collate voluntary accident / incident data anonymously from their members. This 
eventually led to IPAF making accident / incident reporting mandatory and is now 
a condition of its membership. 

IPAF have comprehensive accident / incident data and this has identified that HGV 
drivers present the greatest risk when carrying out their duties, which has now led 
to existing training courses being updated and new guidance being produced. 

The below incident is a stark reminder of the dangers involved in loading / unload-
ing operations and unfortunately led to the loss of the life of father of three, Paul 
Williamson. 

A HSE investigation  in the UK found that Mr Williamson, 51, died on January 29th 
2014 when the tracked MEWP he was loading onto the vehicle came off and 
landed on him killing him. The loading process involved him using a remote 
wander lead to control the tracks (drive/steering/brakes) of the MEWP. 

• Had not been adequately trained in the use of the vehicles ramps, the truck or 
   the tracked  MEWP which he was operating.
• There was no risk assessment in place for the activity (crucial to identify the
   hazards and risks and develop suitable control measures).
• There was no safe system of work for the activity.
• The gradient of the ramps were found to be greater than the manufacturer’s 
   specifiction (Mr Thewall had been informed of this previously but chose to 
   ignore it).
• The ramps had not been secured properly to the truck. 
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Kenneth Thewall, a company director of Thorn Wharehousing was jailed for 
12 months in August 2016 following the death of Mr Williamson. Thorn 
Warehousing was fined £166,000 and ordered to pay £10,400 costs, but it is 
unlikely to be paid as it has since gone into administration. Thewall was also 
disqualified from being a company director for seven years.

HSE inspector, Helen Jones said, “He was involved in the day to day running 
of Thorn Warehousing and should have ensured the company provided Paul 
Williamson with the right equipment and training to carry out his job. Had 
he done so Mr Williamson would still be alive today.”

To find out more about how we can help you with all your Work 
at Height needs; hiring, training or buying powered access visit 
our website www.accessrental-gulf.com

Key points:
Loading / Unloading
considered to be a
hazardous task 

IPAF have made
accident / incident
reporting mandatory

Many dangers involved 
in these tasks 

If loading / unloading,
ensure safe system of 
work is put in place, and
precautions are taken
beforehand 
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The scene shortly after the emergency services had completed their work
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